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U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Partnership to Fuel America

Launched in July 2011, the Partnership to 
Fuel America (initiated by the Institute for 
21st Century Energy at the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce) is a coalition of U.S. businesses, 
industries and interests that recognizes the 
importance of securing a diverse supply of 
North American energy, including oil and 
natural gas, from stable and reliable sources. 
The Partnership promotes the benefi ts of a 
wide range of energy projects, including the 
TransCanada Keystone XL Pipeline System, 
for creating thousands of jobs that strongly 
benefi t U.S. energy security and our national 
economy.

The Partnership tasked SevenTwenty 
Strategies with developing a localized 
base of support made up of business, 
civic and legislative allies who could speak 
directly to the importance of securing 
America’s energy and economic future in 
terms of jobs creation, tax revenue generated 
for local communities and spurring regional 
and national economic growth. We engaged 
fi eld operatives in targeted congressional 
districts in key states to identify, recruit and 
mobilize credible, impacted voices, including 
state chambers of commerce, state economic 
development authorities, state associations 
and businesses, agriculture-based groups, land 
use organizations and elected offi cials at the federal 
and state levels.

To date, the campaign has recruited more than 250 partners and supporters to join the coalition. Recruited 
coalition members are asked for public use of their organization’s name in campaign advertising, printed 
collateral materials and other campaign activities, as well as in signing joint letters to targeted Congressional 
leaders, Administration offi cials and other legislative targets. Through coalition-member activity, the campaign 
also generates speakers’ bureau events to spread campaign messaging throughout targeted communities.

The campaign also developed messaging for the Partnership to Fuel America’s website, www.FuelingUs.org, 
which provides key campaign message points, links to up-to-the-minute campaign news through an RSS feed, 
and additional resources to promote the efforts of the campaign and the importance of the KXL.

THE NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY PICTURE: 
OUR GROWING DEMAND AND ABUNDANT, 
ACCESSIBLE SUPPLY

THE GROWING DEMAND FOR RELIABLE 
SOURCES OF ENERGY
According to the International Energy Agency, by 2035, 
global energy demand will increase by nearly 50 percent 
and America will require 21 percent more energy than 
it does today. Even with the development of alternative 
energy sources, the world will still depend on fossil  
fuels for 80 percent of our energy needs over the next 
two decades. 

Without sound policy decisions, America will be unable 
to meet that growing demand and will be forced to 
become even more reliant on overseas sources of energy. 
To ensure our energy security and reduce volatility in 
our energy markets, it is imperative that we reduce 
our energy imports from unstable regions and instead 
develop more North American resources.

THE U.S. AND CANADA HAVE ABUNDANT 
ENERGY SUPPLY
The U.S. and Canada have significant energy reserves. 
America alone has 219 billion barrels of technically 
recoverable oil—a 31 year supply.  Of that, at least 86 
billion barrels are in our Outer Continental Shelf. 

In addition, our nation has 2,453 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas—enough to meet our needs for 108 years. 

Canada has the world’s third largest oil reserves,  
with over 175 billion barrels of recoverable oil within 
its borders. Canada has doubled its oil production over 
the last two decades, and sends 99 percent of its oil 
exports to the United States. Much of Canada’s crude is 
in geologic formations called oil sands. Oil sands are a 
mixture of sand, water, clay and a form of oil.  
Production from Canadian oil sands can rise from  
1.4 million barrels per day currently over 3.5 billion 
barrels per day by 2025. 

Coal is also an essential part of our diverse and reliable 
energy mix. The U.S. has nearly 250 years of coal 
supply, making it a secure form of energy that provides 
badly needed jobs and affordable electricity. It currently 
provides approximately 40 percent of our electricity 
generating needs. 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO GROW
Unfortunately, U.S. policies have restricted access to all 
of that energy. More than 86 percent of federal Outer 
Continental Shelf lands and 83 percent of interior lands 
are currently off-limits to energy exploration. Making 
more land available for production would enable America 
to become more self-sufficient for oil.

In the long term, the U.S. could benefit greatly from oil 
trapping in rock formations known as oil shale. However, 
the U.S. government has reversed policy and has taken 
off the table nearly 1.5 million acres of public lands 
that were proposed for commercial oil shale leasing. If 
technology advances and oil shale is fully developed, 
these resources could be enough to make America the 
world’s largest oil-producing nation. 

While Canada has taken steps to increase its energy 
production, the U.S. must have the infrastructure  
needed for it to be delivered. Pipelines such as the 
Keystone XL pipeline must be built to allow oil to flow 
from Alberta to U.S. refineries. Studies show that the 
development of oil sands from Canada could create over 
400,000 jobs by 2035. 

North American  
Energy Resources

  Without sound policy decisions, 
America will be unable to meet the 
growing demand and will be forced 
to become even more reliant on 
overseas sources of energy.
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REALIZING AMERICA’S ENERGY POTENTIAL: 
A KEY TO ECONOMIC GROWTH AND LONG-
TERM SECURITY

America needs sustained economic growth. The economy 
continues to expand at a slow pace and unemployment 
remains at distressingly high levels. North America’s 
abundant energy resources provide a readily-available 
mechanism to ensure affordable energy, grow our 
economy, create tens of thousands of well-paying jobs, 
and strengthen our nation’s long-term energy security.

ENERGY COSTS ARE IMPEDING  
ECONOMIC GROWTH
The rising cost of gasoline over the past several years  
has created severe economic hardship for consumers  
and prevented businesses from growing and creating  
new jobs.

Every one cent increase in the price of gasoline costs 
Americans approximately $1 billion collectively per year.

The average American household spent over the $4,100 on 
gasoline in 2011, consuming 8.4 percent of the median 
household income. That’s the largest bite fuel costs have 
taken out of household budgets in over 30 years.

Therefore, it is all the more important to utilize energy 
development as a way to generate revenue and create 
jobs in our economy. 

INCREASED ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 
CREATES JOBS
There is a compelling volume of evidence that 
investment in energy development is a catalyst for 
economic growth. Not only do energy projects create jobs 
in local areas where development is underway, but more 
affordable fuel stimulates economic activity nationwide.

Even with restrictive policies, employment in the oil and 
gas industry has increased by 35% since 2007, while all 
over non-farm employment has decreased by 3% in that 
same period according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

The states with the most jobs created over the last 
several years have been those that produce large 
amounts of energy, such as Louisiana, Texas, North 
Dakota, Oklahoma and West Virginia. North Dakota, with 
its vast oil and gas resources, leads the nation in lowest 
unemployment.

Energy development has a three-to-one employment 
multiplier effect for jobs. For instance, the 37,000 jobs 
created by oil and natural gas industries in 2011 led 
to 111,000 more jobs in sectors providing equipment, 
goods and services.

CANADIAN OIL SANDS DEVELOPMENT WILL 
GROW THE U.S. ECONOMY
 Canadian oil sands already have created 80,000 jobs in 
the U.S. and has the potential to create many more. 

Studies show that Canadian oil sands development could 
support up to 600,000 jobs by 2035. By that time, 
U.S. employees could be earning over $368 billion in 
compensation thanks to oil sands. 

Energy and Economic  
Growth and Security

  North America’s abundant energy 
resources provide a readily-available 
mechanism to grow our economy.
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THE PARTNERSHIP TO FUEL AMERICA: 
U.S. BUSINESSES AND INDUSTRIES 
SUPPORTING ECONOMIC GROWTH AND A 
SECURE NATION

WHO WE ARE
The Partnership to Fuel America is an initiative of 
the U.S. Chamber’s Institute for 21st Century Energy. 
The U.S. Chamber is the world’s largest business 
organization, made up of over 300,000 direct members 
and 3 million affiliates. Recognizing how critical 
energy was to the growth of our economy, the Energy 
Institute was founded in 2007 by the Chamber to bring 
policymakers, the business community and public 
together to support a common sense energy strategy that 
takes advantage of all of America’s resources. 

In 2011, the Energy Institute launched the  
Partnership to Fuel America to give voice to U.S. 
business and industries who believe that critical 
decisions must be made to access more of our energy  
supply in North America. Our partners are a mix of small 
businesses and associations who have a stake in our 
nation’s energy future.  
 
For an up to date listing, visit  
www.fuelingus.org/partners.

WHAT WE BELIEVE
America will need 21 percent more energy in 2035 
than it did in 2009, according to the U.S. government. 
We need more energy to fuel our economy and provide 
consumers and businesses with affordable reliable 
supplies of energy.

We believe that the worldwide demand for energy is 
going to continue to increase, and that it would be a 
mistake to rely on energy supplies from regions that may 
be unstable or unfriendly to U.S. interests.

We share the conviction that it is essential to  
develop additional sources of North American energy, 
and that development of energy sources in the United 
States and Canada will create and preserve tens of 
thousands of jobs, stimulate our economy and bolster  
our energy security.

TAKING A STAND
We know that a lack of a national energy strategy and 
policies that place too little emphasis on economic 
growth and security have kept us from realizing our 
energy potential. 

Therefore, we’re advocates for policies that will enable 
sound, responsible development of U.S. energy resources 
and strengthen our trade relationship with Canada, our 
largest supplier of imported oil and natural gas.

The Partnership to Fuel America is building a network of 
business advocates across the country to promote the full 
realization of North America’s energy potential.

We are making certain that the voice of American 
consumers and employers are heard in support of a 
secure energy future for our country. 

The Partnership to  
Fuel America

  The Partnership is making certain 
that the voice of American consumers 
and employers are heard in support 
of a secure energy and economic 
future for our country. 
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THE KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE PROJECT: 
ENERGY AND ECONOMIC BENEFITS

WHAT IS THE KEYSTONE XL  
PIPELINE PROJECT?
Keystone XL is a $7 billion pipeline expansion project 
that will connect a secure supply of Canadian crude oil 
to United States refinery centers in the Midwest and 
Gulf Coast. This is an expansion of the existing Keystone 
Pipeline system, which has been operational since mid-
2010. The current Keystone pipeline can move 591,000 
barrels of crude oil daily from Canada to the United 
States. The expansion will increase capacity to 1.1 
million barrels per day. 

The Keystone XL pipeline project will be the newest, 
strongest and most advanced pipeline in operation on 
the continent, using the most reliable materials and 
innovative construction technologies. The Canadian 
pipeline company, TransCanada, has also offered to 
reroute the pipeline to ease specific concerns  
in Nebraska.

The economic benefits of the pipeline expansion will 
enable Canada to further develop its geologic formations 
known as oil sands. Canada has over 175 billion barrels 
of recoverable oil, the third largest reserves in the world. 
At a time in which other energy-producing regions are 
highly unstable or potentially hostile to U.S. interests, 
increasing our import potential from Canada represents 
sound energy and national security policy.

KEYSTONE’S ECONOMIC BENEFITS
Expansion of the Keystone pipeline will bring a much-
needed boost to the U.S. economy by:

•  Producing up to 20,000 manufacturing and 
construction jobs during building of the pipeline and 
250,000 permanent jobs in the long term.

•  Increasing personal income for American workers by 
$6.5 billion over the project’s lifetime.

•  Producing approximately $20 billion in  
economic activity from food, lodging, construction 
equipment, supplies and other investments during 
project development.

THE RAMIFICATIONS OF DELAYS
TransCanada reapplied to the U.S. State Department 
in May 2012 for approval to begin construction on the 
pipeline expansion. The company hopes to have the 
pipeline in operation by late 2014 or early 2015.

As a result of concerns raised by Nebraskans about the 
route originally proposed for the pipeline, TransCanada 
has worked closely with state regulators to develop an 
alternate route through the state. A final alternative route 
through Nebraska is expected to be proposed in the fall 
of 2012.

There is concern expressed by many, such as 
Congressman Fred Upton, chairman of the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee, that delaying the project 
may force TransCanada to export these oil reserves to 
Asian nations via a pipeline to the Pacific Coast. This 
action would permanently eliminate the prospect of jobs, 
economic growth and a greater, secure energy supply 
from our Canadian trading partners via the Keystone XL 
expansion.

While the Keystone XL proposal has been under 
consideration and delayed, Canadian oil sands 
developers are looking to countries other than the U.S, 
such as China and India, as markets for oil sands crude. 
Proposals have been developed and are currently being 
considered to build pipelines that would stay within 
Canadian borders, running west from Alberta to the 
Pacific Coast.

Keystone Overview  
and Benefits
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Barriers Affecting  
Energy Development

OBSTACLES TO JOBS,  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND  
AFFORDABLE ENERGY

America was built on a secure and reliable supply of 
energy. Unfortunately, we’re now plagued by a policy  
and regulatory framework that makes it difficult for us to 
take advantage of our resources.  

Consumers and businesses are paying the price. Gasoline 
prices spike every year, on their way to a “new” normal. 
Real questions have emerged about the reliability of our 
electricity grid, because we have not been able to expand 
its capacity. Meanwhile, regulators are seeking to shut 
down power plants despite our growing  
electricity demand.

Simply put, policies and regulations are making it nearly 
impossible for our economy to expand.

THE REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT 
AFFECTING ENERGY DEVELOPMENT
A U.S. Chamber of Commerce analysis finds that the 
Environmental Protection Agency is moving forward with 
31 major economic rules and 172 major policy rules 
affecting the nation’s energy supply—an unprecedented 
level of regulatory activity. Those actions are having a 
disastrous impact on economic growth and jobs.

The cumbersome permit process for energy projects, 
characterized by lengthy bureaucratic delays, is 
responsible for $560 billion in lost private energy 
investment, which would have created 250,000 jobs.

Moreover, additional rules and regulations are in the 
pipeline that will have a severe impact on energy 
development over the next several years.

NEW ENERGY REGULATIONS EQUAL HIGHER 
PRICES AND JOB LOSSES
Despite the fact that coal is the largest source of 
electricty in America, new regulations have forced coal-
fired power plants to either make expensive modifications 
or close their doors. 

EPA regulations could result in the U.S. losing 40 
gigawatts of power—over 10 percent of our coal-generated 
power supply—as a result of plant closures. At each of the  
plants to be closed due to regulations, hundreds of jobs 
are lost. There will also be indirect job losses as business 
and industries are forced to pay higher electricity rates.

Now the EPA is moving to regulate natural gas production, 
even though states have already been conducting 
thorough oversight. The EPA is seeking to impose “one 
size fits all” regulations on oil and gas shale development 
despite wide variances on geology.

It is important to note that regulatory burdens don’t just 
impact traditional sources of energy. A U.S. Chamber 
analysis of stalled energy projects shows that over 40 
percent of them are renewable projects in areas such as 
wind, solar and hydropower. 

A sound energy policy that includes all energy resources 
and removes barriers to development is vital to a secure 
American energy future.

  Simply put, policies and regulations 
are making it impossible for our 
economy to expand. 
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A central component of the campaign is generating local earned media support — from opinion editorials and 
letters to the editor, to drive-time talk radio, local television and public affairs shows — targeting key media 
outlets that are known to be monitored by targeted legislators. To date, the campaign has generated more 
than 500 media hits, including a national story appearing on MSNBC and local network affi liates focusing on 
the August launch of the campaign, as well as dozens of news stories in state and local outlets, ranging from 
the Billings Gazette and the Bismarck Tribune, to the Omaha World Herald and Detroit News, to Minnesota 
Public Radio and Prairie Public Radio programs. We also secured numerous opinion editorials and letters to 
the editor generated by coalition partners, many of which appeared in newspapers, both online and in print, 
throughout the country.

Print ads recently designed for the campaign are running nationally in a variety of publications, including 
the Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, New York Times, Barrons and USA Today (Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia and Washington, D.C.); as well as in “Beltway” print media, including Roll Call, Politico, The Hill, 
National Journal, National Journal Daily, Weekly Standard and The Examiner.

Our ads recently received national attention while being featured in several FOX News stories, including 
“White House Punting on Keystone XL Pipeline?” and “Obama’s Keystone Pipeline Decision to Benefi t 
China?”


